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Hi . I am looking for a new penfriend . My name is Jana . I am from Slovakia and I live in Slovenské Nové Mesto .  I am sixteen . In my free time I read books and magazines, listen to good music , write in chat , play the piano, recite poems or play dramas . 
I have got green - blue eyes and fair brown hair . I am low and slim . I am very optimistic , enthusiastic , credulous and philosophical , because I am in archer . I am a sanguine person and an extrovert , too. I like houseworks and dislike gardening . I go to the first form in a secondary school in Trebisov . My best subjects are psychology , literature and pedagogy . I want to be teacher , because I love children . My e - mail adress is Januska312@azet.sk 
                                 

                               I hope to hear from you soon . 
                                                  Bye for now . 


                                                                Jana

I prepared some information for our project, Write me soon, thanks.

Easter in Slovakia 

*

Easter is both pagan and sacred in its historic message of the triumph of good over evil and its Christian theme of the glorification of resurrected life and hope. It is this combination of practices having their roots both before and after Christianity that make Easter a unique holiday around the world.

*

This explains how one holiday can be simultaneously known for rabbits and eggs which are pagan symbols for fertility and the resurrection of the Savior and Lord Jesus Christ who has the central role in Christianity.

*

The term "Easter" is not of Christian origin. Pascha mistranslated Easter in Acts 12:4, KJV, denotes the Passover. "Easter" is a form of Astarte, one of the titles the Chaldean goddess who was the queen of heaven. The celebration of Pasch by Christians to continued the Jewish feast of the Passover, but it was not instituted by Christ nor was it connected to Lent. From Pasch, the pagan festival of Easter, the Church introduced its religious celebration in the 7th century in an attempt to adapt pagan festivals to Christianity.

*

To Christians, Easter celebrates the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

*

Among Christians, denominational and cultural differences influence the celebration of Easter. One of the most unique Easter festivals occurs in the eastern European nation of Slovakia where the celebration of Easter is the grandest event of the year for the Slavic people. Religious and cultural celebrations are centered around Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter Sunday, and Easter Monday.

*

A week before Palm Sunday, the school children begin making a Maypole to be used in the streets of their village. The children make a wreath for the Maypole that is twenty to twenty-four inches in diameter and hung from a pole by a thin cord. This cord is decorated with a number of eggs that had been "blown" clean and decorated. Colored paper is cut into strips and hung from the pole so the Maypole will have vibrant colors found throughout the Slavic culture. 

*

Dressed in their folk dresses, the children form a column behind the Maypole as they parade and sing down the streets. As the procession moves along people who are able to afford expensive garments spread them out in the children's path in the same manner that palm branches were placed before Jesus Christ.

*

The Slavs "Week of Easter" begins on Palm Sunday, the Sunday before

*

Easter Sunday. Palm Sunday is often called "Willow" Sunday because of the Slavic adaptation of the gospel story of Christ's triumphant entry into Jerusalem where palm branches were placed along His path. Since the climate of Eastern Europe does not support palm plants, willow branches are used to replace the palms. Combining with sacred pagan traditions, willow branches also symbolize spring and "rebirth" because willow catkins are the first flower to bloom after the desolate winter months.

*

As the children's processional passes the homes of families with infants, a piece of the willow branch is broken off from the Maypole and given to the families in order to foster the well-being of the child. One custom associated with the willow branches is counting the number of buds on your branch. The number of years you will live can be determined from the number of buds on your willow branch.

*

After bringing these branches home the willows assume a place of reverence, for example, on top of an icon. In other homes they lay on overhead beams to protect the home from harm. The proper way to dispose of the previous year's branches is to burn or bury them because the willows are "blessed".

*

Good Friday follows Palm Sunday. The burial of Christ in the tomb is the focus of Good Friday. This comes to life by the painting of the image of Christ on a shroud or placing an open casket by the side of the altar to represent the tomb of Jesus. All of the usual liturgical alter cloths and coverings change to black. Mournful hymns and pray at the symbolic grave site. The people kneel down five steps from the grave crawling to the grave to kiss the cross placed there. Children, the elderly and anyone physically able to do so take part in this solemn ritual.

*

One custom for several villages is to cover all the mirrors in respect for Christ's crucifixion. Many strictly fasted the entire day and no sweeping or menial duties occur in their home. Throughout the night villagers would visit the church to sit and "watch" as referred to in the gospels.

*

Following Good Friday, the people of Slovakia observe Holy Saturday. Much of Holy Saturday focuses upon the final preparations of Easter so that all can partake in the celebration. It is common to see women busily baking the Easter breads during this time. These breads are rich with ingredients that were forbidden in the strict fasting of the past forty days.

*

The breads are a "sweet" bread that are peculiar to the Easter season. It contained eggs, flour, dry yeast, salt, milk, raisins, almonds and icing. The bread is reserved until fasting ends on noon of Holy Saturday. It is prepared to be eaten on Easter Sunday with ham, eggs, pickle and horse relish. Other foods for the Easter meal included beets, smoked bacon, mild cheeses made from mild and eggs, and colored eggs.

*

Many of the traditions concerning Easter eggs and Easter rabbits around the world find their origins in Eastern Europe. Making Easter eggs in Slovakia is a practice that is hundreds of years old and is taken seriously even today. The egg is sign of life recognized around the world. 

*

For example, in Prague's Old Town Square, brightly colored Easter eggs hang from tree branches. Easter bunnies surrounded by decorated eggs and colorful ribbons sit in bed of straw below the trees.

*

Decorating the eggs is a matter of community pride that approaches a form of art.

*

Some eggs are hand-painted. Others are decorated with water colors, food dye, and wax. One tradition involves boiling eggs with onion skin in order to leave the egg with a dark brown film that can be scratched away to leave white designs.

*

The similar effect occurs by arranging wax patterns or figures on the egg prior to boiling it with the onion skin. The eggs are hand-blown and a ribbon suspends them in a place of prominence.

*

The Easter service usually begins before midnight during Holy Saturday and continues through early Easter morning. A custom that has been observed for years and still is today is that of walking around the church three time with the cross bearer, flags, priest, and choir in the front. This ceremony shows respect for the three women who came to the tomb in search of Christ. The priest conducts a short reading service and turns to the congregation saying, "Christ has Risen!" All participants jubilantly respond, "Indeed he is Risen!"

*

After singing Easter hymns and the concluding the service, the people observe the custom of blessing Easter Baskets. The Baskets contain items that are to be eaten for the holiday meal. Only food is permitted to be in the baskets. After the ceremony most go to the cemetery of their deceased relatives and eat some blessed food to be with them on the Easter.

*

Dancing and singing are the next activities. This is great fun because it was denied during the fast period. Since this day is for families and feasting at home, visiting time is short. Church bells ring several times reminding the villagers of the happiness of the celebration. Men of the village share this responsibility. Royal doors and deacons' doors in the church that are normally closed are left open so everyone can observe that Christ had risen.

*

Easter is also a fun holiday as well as a religious one. The day after Easter, known as Easter Monday, includes the tradition of dunking or sprinkling young girls or women. Officially known as "Sprinkling Day" in Slovakia, the young men rise early in the morning and travel to the homes of the single maidens pouring water on them to refresh them. This custom in some areas includes mothers and all women. The women and girls open the door and welcome the visitors on this day. This is fun for everyone, even the wet girls. This ritual symbolizes the renewal of life in spring and the expression of unity with nature.

*

The making of Easter Whips is another custom for Easter Monday. The custom of making Easter whips is passed on from generation to generation. The pliable willow tree branches become whips called "korbáč".

*

According to tradition, every young man has his own whip. The whips are ceremonially used on the legs of girls. After the whipping, the girls give the "whipper" a decorated egg, ribbon for his whip handle, candy or snack. In most areas of Slovakia whippers carry perfume. A successful whipping often ends with the whipper lightly spraying the girl with perfume.

*

In other communities girls also participate in this practice when members of the family household whip the girls on their skirts or trousers as the young children demand chocolate or decorated eggs. Several explanations exist for this practice ranging from the renewal of life in spring, the expression of unity with nature, and sharing blessings of health (including warding off lameness), wealth and happiness. One legend holds that branches used for whipping possess youth and beauty that is transferred to the girls who are whipped.

*

Easter in Slovakia is a combination of the Christian and pagan traditions. In Slovakia tradition is a major part of the way of life of the people. It ties them with the past and serves as a common link with families and the future. It preserves the unique heritage of their religious and ethnic past. The Easter celebration may well be the cornerstone of the Slavic tradition and the focal point of the culture. There is a debate as to whether these traditions will survive. There is no question, however, that many of the Easter traditions begun in Slovakia influence the celebration of Easter around the world.*

